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there, indeed, writers will doubtless occur who will
choose a different track, and who will, if they ar-
gifted with superior abilities, succeed in finding
readers, in spite of their defects or their bettc
qualities ; but these exceptions will be rare, and even
the authors who shall so depart from the received
practice in the main subject of their works, wii;
always relapse into it in some lesser details. .
Democracy not only infuses a taste for letters amon?
the trading classes, but introduces a trading spirit into
literature. In aristocracies, readers are fastidious and
few in number ; in democracies, they are far more
numerous and far less difficult to please. The cor>
sequence is, that among aristocratic nations no or.e
can hope to succeed without immense exertions, and
that these exertions may bestow a great deal of fame,
but never can earn much money ; while amorie
democratic nations, a writer may flatter himself that
he will obtain at a cheap rate a meagre reputation
and a large fortune. For this purpose he need no>
be admired ; it is enough that he is liked. The ever-1
increasing crowd of readers, and their continue
craving for something new, insure the sale of book;
which nobody much esteems.
In democratic periods the public frequently treat
authors as kings do their courtiers ; they enrich, anc
they despise them. What more is needed by the
venal souls which are born in courts, or which are
worthy to live there ? Democratic literature is always
infested with a tribe of writers who look upon letters
as a mere trade : and for some few great authors
who adorn it you may reckon thousands of idea-
mongers. . . .
A very superficial survey of the literary remains of
the ancients will suffice to convince us that if those
writers were sometimes deficient in variety, or